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Course Description:  

Discussion and practice of techniques of writing poems, with particular focus on a key issue such as the use of imagery, rhythm, or form.  

Course Objectives:  

Introduces and guides students to specific issues in writing poetry,  through discussion and practice of poetry writing, with special emphasis on a key issue such as the use of imagery, rhythm, or form.  

Student Learning Outcomes:


After successful completion of this class, the student will:


1.  
demonstrate the ability to write poems with attention to techniques under 

consideration, for example, writing in classical forms or using imagery rather than abstractions.

2.
demonstrate an awareness of the diverse types of poetry in world 

literature by reading and discussing certain model poems.

3.
participate in the written and oral exercises designed to create awareness 

of the nuances of the issue under consideration.

4.
recognize and employ ways of selecting vocabulary and structuring 
poems.

5.
apply editing skills toward various works.

Grading:  A-F

Length of Course:  10 hours - lecture
Prerequisites:
Placement in RD115 and Pass WR-121, or instructor consent.  

Required Text:   

One or more of the following anthologies:


News of the Universe, edited by Robert Bly, Sierra Club Books


A Book of Luminous Things, edited by Czesaw Milosz, Harcourt.



The Essential Haiku, Versions of Basho, Buson, & Issa, edited by Robert 


Hass, Ecco Books.



The Columbia Book of Chinese Poetry, edited by Burton Watson, 


Columbia University Press.


or other anthologies TBA.
Major Outline:

1.  Overview of the elements of poetry, including sound, rhythm, imagery, figurative language, story, and voice.
2.  Discussion of model poems that demonstrate techniques under consideration.

3.  Exercises designed to help students practice those techniques.

4.  Editing workshop where students respond to one another’s work, with emphasis on the key issue, also development and intensity of expression. 
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